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Wednesday 5 January 2022 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

First of all I would like to wish you a Happy New Year and hope that the next twleve months will be 

positive ones for you and your family. I also hope that you enjoyed a healthy and relaxing break at 

Christmas and had the opportunity to share valuable time with those you love. Inevitably, some plans will 

have been disrupted, this is the pattern of our times and something we are all learning to live with, difficult 

as it often can be. 

We are looking forward to welcoming children back to school this Friday. We are aiming to keep life in 

school as close to normal as we are able. There will be no change to our start and finish times and 

breakfast club will run as usual. I do ask that parents/carers please supervise children waiting to attend 

breakfast club to help us reduce mixing between year groups wherever possible. 

As part of the planning and preparation process for the start of the spring term we have revised our risk 

assessment in line with the WG local infection control decision framework for schools. A copy of the 

updated risk assessment is available on the school website at 

https://www.georgestreetprimary.co.uk/media/3956/covid-19-gsp-risk-assessment-4-january-2022.pdf.  

Please note that we are returning to school at a ‘very high’ risk level. Managing this risk effectively requires 

a joint effort from our whole school community and I trust that we can depend on your support to help 

maintain face to face learning in the classroom in a safe way for everyone.  Key protective measures are as 

follows:  

  

• All staff and visitors, unless exempt, are to wear face coverings in all areas inside the building where 

physical distancing cannot be maintained.  Face coverings should also be worn by parents/carers 

whenever you visit the school site.  
• All staff continue to test three times a week using lateral flow tests (LFTs). 

• Re-introduction of year groups as contact groups to minimise mixing between pupils and limit the 

potential spread of infection. 

• Staggered break and lunch arrangements to support separation between year groups.  

• Regular hand washing and appropriate respiratory hygiene (Catch it, Bin it, Kill it). 

• Adequate ventilation and use of CO2 monitors. 

• Maintaining appropriate levels of cleaning in line with other communicable diseases. 

 

The key principle remains that the most effective way to prevent transmission of COVID-19 within our 

school community is to stop it being brought into school.  Students and staff should not attend school if 

they have any COVID-19 symptoms.  The main symptoms of COVID-19 remain:  

  

• a high temperature, 

• a continuous cough and/or a loss or change to taste or smell.  
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If a pupil or a member of staff becomes symptomatic they should get a PCR test as soon as possible and 

self-isolate until the outcome of the test is known. If a pupil or member of staff test positive for COVID-19 

they must self-isolate and not attend school. 

All staff and pupils who have symptoms or test positive for COVID-19 are to follow the Welsh 

Government guidance for self-isolation which is as follows:  

  

• Anyone with symptoms or a positive test result should self-isolate for at least 7 days. 

• You should take a lateral flow test (LFT) on day 6 of your self-isolation period and another LFT 24 

hours later. This is to check if you remain infectious and could pass COVID-19 on to others. If 

both tests are negative, you can cease self-isolating and return to school/work/your normal activity 

on day 8. 

• If either of your LFTs taken on day 6 or day 7 are positive, you should remain in self-isolation until 

you have 2 negative LFTs (24 hours apart) or day 10, whichever is sooner.  

• If you still have a high temperature after 7 days, even if your LFT is negative you should continue to 

self-isolate until your temperature has returned to normal. 
• You do not need to continue self-isolating for more than 7 days if your LFTs are negative and you 

have a cough or loss of sense of taste/smell. 

• You should not take an LFT before the sixth day of your self-isolation period because the risk of 

being infectious and passing it on to others during the first seven days is significantly higher. 

  

For staff and pupils (aged 5 or above) who are identified as close contacts of a positive case, self-

isolation arrangements are as follows:  

  

• Pupils (5-17-years-old) and fully vaccinated adults (who have received two full doses of an approved 

vaccine) are now asked to complete an LFT every day for 7 days.  This is known as ‘Daily Contact 

Testing’.  

• It is strongly recommended you complete Daily Contact Testing before arriving at school each 

day. You can then continue with your normal routine UNLESS you have a positive LFT result or 

you develop symptoms. In either of these cases, you should book a PCR test as soon as possible 

and follow the steps for self-isolation above. 

• Unvaccinated adults identified as a contact of a positive COVID-19 case must self-isolate for 10 

days and take a PCR test on day 2 and day 8. 

• Please note that children below the age of 5 who are identified as contacts are not required to self-

isolate or to test.  

Our overriding priority is to maintain face-to-face learning as we did last term despite very considerable 

challenges with staffing. However, we know the new Omicron variant is highly transmissible and it is 

probable that there may be some disruption to education if we encounter high levels of student and/or 

staff absence.  We hope it will not be the case but we have plans in place to move swiftly to remote 

learning if required.   

The current situation regarding COVID-19 is continually shifting as time passes. I will continue to 

communicate with you regularly to make sure that you have access to relevant, accurate information as 

and when changes occur.   

Thank you for your on-going support in what are challenging times for everyone. You can rest assured that 

we will make Friday’s return to school for pupils a positive start to the new term. 

Kind regards  

 

 

 

Mr A Brasington 


