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Friday 22 May 2020 

 

Dear Parents & Carers, 
 

As we reach the ‘half-way point’ of the summer term I want to get in touch to provide a short update.  

Uncertainty is definitely a theme of the present. I can’t provide definite answers to some of the questions 

you may have about school right now but I trust that the following is helpful. 

 

Firstly, I hope that your family, friends and loved ones are well and that you are managing to support one 

another and to keep safe during this difficult time. This is the number one priority for us all. 

 

Over the last two weeks, teachers have been making ‘wellbeing’ check-in calls with all of our parents and 

children. I know that this has provided a very welcome opportunity to touch base and to talk over a wide 

range of things including; how home learning is working, how much children are missing school and the 

regular contact they have with friends and adults and the various particular difficulties individuals and 

families may be experiencing at present.  

 

These calls have also been a lovely opportunity to lift the spirits and share many of the positives there have 

been. For instance, to thank children and parents for the incredible effort you have been making in adapting 

to learning at home. I am enormously impressed by the commitment of so many children and parents and 

by the ingenuity, creativity and enthusiasm that has been on show. In particular, the many real-world 

activities children have engaged in at home and the countless spontaneous acts of kindness and 

consideration towards others that have been happening. These are a real inspiration to all.  I can also 

certainly say from speaking with our staff, that the opportunity to get in touch has been a great pick-me-up 

for us as I know we are missing our usual time together with your children every bit as much as they are.  

 

As you know, next week is Whitsun ‘half’term’ break. I hope that you will have the opportunity to 

recharge a little and to enjoy a respite from home learning. We will post our next weekly overviews and 

activities on Seesaw for Monday 1st June. Once again, please use your judgement about what you can 

achieve while maintaining a sustainable balance between home/school/work/family life etc.  Similarly, if we 

can support in any way then please get in touch with me at head.georgestreetprimary@torfaen.gov.uk 

I will be able to direct any points to your child’s class teacher who can get in touch with you directly.  

 
With recent announcements about schools possibly reopening, I am sure you will be wondering what next 

half term may bring. In Wales, there is no date for reopening schools. The Minister for Education is very 

clear that schools will only reopen when there is confidence that they can do so safely.  Confidence, I 

emphasise, across the whole school community. 
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This will inevitably mean only small-scale opening in any initial phase.  There will also be many necessary 

risk reduction measures in place, including social distancing.  As a hub school, we already practise many 

procedures to minimise possible risks. The precise detail of these is constantly refined and will be adapted 

to meet whatever new circumstances are in place when pupils do return.    

 

In the meantime, teachers will continue to set and respond to tasks for home learning through the Seesaw 

app. School staff will also continue to run and staff the keyworker hub that has been based in George 

Street for the last 9 weeks. I want to offer my thanks to staff for their support and the commitment they 

show. It is a source of reassurance and a cause for gratitude to know that we have such a strong team of 

dedicated staff. This is a huge source of confidence in itself.  

 

As I indicated in my last letter, we look set to be in this ‘new and changing world’ for an extended period 

of time. I am keen that we adapt our role as the situation changes and continue to work successfully in 

partnership with families to do our best for our children.  
 

The current situation has brought home the meaning of the old proverb “it takes a village to raise a child”. 

It has also shown how challenging that is when the villagers are kept apart. Technology is certainly helping 

us to stay connected and as we look to the coming months we want to use this to gather your views about 

where the road ahead will take us.  After half term, we will be asking you to complete a short online 

questionnaire to provide your feedback about how school is working now and to share your thoughts and 

feelings about a return to school. Please take 10 minutes to complete the survey, as it will help us plan with 

your views in mind. 

 

 Wishing your family well, 

 

 

 

Mr A Brasington 

 

 


