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MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING 

Many thanks to the parents and grandparents who visited in such good 

numbers to join our recent Macmillan Coffee Morning.  We were 

overwhelmed by your support, as a result of which the school has donated 

£ 377.70 towards the valuable work that Macmillan do.  We will be making 

the coffee morning an annual event so please make a note of next year’s 

date: Friday 25th September.  We will organise another drinks station to 

cope with the demand!  Finally can we say a special thanks to all of the 

adults and children who contributed to the outstanding selection of treats 

on the morning and to our School Council who organised and publicised 

this successful and enjoyable event.     

MIDDAY MARVELS 

In an update to the school’s behaviour policy we are now running a 

Midday Marvels reward programme to recognise the excellent behaviour 

of many pupils at lunchtime in school.   

Two pupils are selected each day by our Midday staff and the member of 

the school’s leadership team who is on lunchtime duty that day.  A text 

message is then sent to parents to notify you of the wonderful example 

your child has been setting.  Pupils are recognised for following our 

lunchtime rules and showing good manners, courtesy and respect 

towards others.    

Each week, our Marvels are named in assembly and their names are 

entered into a drawer for two pupils to win seats at our Star Table at 

Friday Lunchtime.  Congratulations to all of our Marvels this half term. 

We are very proud of you! 

ATTENDANCE 

We are sustaining our focus on achieving good attendance as we know that it is 

vital for pupils to do well in school.  We are continuing to aim for a 95% whole 

school target this year and will be keeping you updated with information about 

your child’s attendance each half term. 

We will also be setting Golden Weeks throughout the year where a whole 

school reward is available if we manage overall attendance of 96% for the week.  

We have set this as a goal for the final week of this half term and, at the request 

of pupils, have lined up a “doughnut wall” reward if we meet our 96% goal. 

http://www.georgestreetprimary.co.uk/
mailto:office.georgestreetprimary@torfaen.gov.uk


CELEBRATION OF LITERATURE 

This half term has seen exciting times and new 

‘firsts’ for our school as we continue with our aim 

to create a literature loving school. At the 

beginning of this month we were thrilled to 

welcome Eloise Williams, the first Children’s 

Laureate Wales to George Street.   

We enjoyed a full day celebrating literature which 

included poetry and forest school sessions looking for The Lost Words. Eloise was proud to kick 

off our Celebration of Literature by speaking to all of the children in our whole school assembly 

and explaining her role as Children’s Laureate.  Afterwards, Eloise led creative writing workshops 

with Year 5 pupils and held a Q&A session with Year 6 who were then able to get signed copies of 

her work at the end of the day.  

Eloise also helped launch our Bedtime Bundle story sacks; these bundles 

give children the opportunity spend time enjoying a story with a grown up 

at home while sharing hot chocolate and biscuits together. Each fortnight 

one pupil from Foundation Phase and one from Key Stage 2 will have their 

names drawn at random to be the proud keeper of the story sack for two 

weeks. Please take this opportunity to cwtch up with a story. Feel free to 

leave feedback or share your enjoyment of this time via Twitter we would 

love to hear about it.  

Eloise also helped us reveal our brand new Reading Mascot designed by 

Year 6’s Acacia-Eve Graham! The children are currently in the process of thinking up possible 

names for our Mascot.  Our hard-working librarians, alongside Mrs Nicholls will decide on the 

final name after judging entries. 

This week we welcomed another Welsh author, Catherine Fisher, who is the ‘Tir nan Og’ Welsh 

book award winner, who spoke to our Year 6 children about her journey as a published author.  

It has been wonderful to see children queuing to buy books and reading at every opportunity that 

they have! 

“There is more treasure in books than in all the pirate’s loot on Treasure Island.” – Walt Disney 

 

 

Newport County EFL Kids Cup 

Two teams took part in the annual EFL Kids Cup at Cwmbran 
Stadium where they competed against local teams throughout 

Torfaen.  The children worked hard, improved their skills and 

displayed great sportsmanship throughout the competition.   

Well done all!  

 

Gateway Rugby 

This year the children in Years 4, 5 & 6 will take part in Gateway Rugby sessions led by a Dragons 

Development Officer.  The sessions will be full of fun games that will help develop the childrens’ skills. 

 

World Cup Tag Rugby 

Good luck to our girls and boys teams taking part in the Tag tournament hosted by Torfaen Sports 

Development Team this week. 

The Children’s Laureate Wales is a new national ambassadorial post which aims 

to engage and inspire the children of Wales through literature, and to promote a 

child’s right to have their stories and voices heard.   



MEET THE TEAM  

Thank you to parents who attended our Meet the Team event earlier 

this term.  We know from your feedback that many of you found the 

opportunity to meet with staff, to find out about routines and to ask 

questions very useful.  

 

HARVEST 

Our key stage 2 pupils will be 

holding a Harvest Service at Crane 

Street Baptist and United Reformed 

Church on the last day of this half 

term.   

In the lead up we are asking for 

donations for the Eastern Valley 

Foodbank.  The shopping list shows 

the items that are most useful to the foodbank and we are asking 

families and staff in school to donate one of the items on the list 

that the foodbank will then collect for distribution.  You will see that 

they are all long life items that are easily transported.  You may 

already have one of them in a store cupboard at home.  Items from 

the shopping list can be brought into school anytime between now 

and the final Friday of this half term.  Pupils can give items directly to 

their class teacher.    

We look forward to seeing you at our service at 1.30 on Friday 25th 

October. As on previous occasions, you will be able to take pupils 

home directly from the church after the service if you wish.  

SCHOOL COUNCIL 

Following our elections last month, the following pupils have been elected to School Council:  

Year 6: Sam Evans (chair), Joseph Evans (vice chair) & Noah Bradbury (Treasurer),  

Lewys Walker (co-secretary), Ella Miller (co-secretary), Alisha Lloyd & Jack Drinkwater 

Year 5: Macey Johnson, Faye Gilbert & Ruby Middle 

Year 4: Lowri Callaghan & Maisie Jenkins 

Year 3: Scott Davies (co-treasurer) & Brooke Mae Jones 
Year 2: Freya Endacott & Scarlett West 

A word from the Chair 

We have had an exciting start to the term as we have had a big election to choose our 
councillors for this year.  We had an assembly to ask children whether they would like 
to be a councillor. They were asked if they could prepare a speech to share with their 
class. We then organised a polling station in the hall where children had to put a cross 

for the person they wanted as their class councillor on their voting card and post it in the box.  The votes 
were collected and counted and we announced the results in assembly. People were very nervous! 

We have had two meetings where we elected our vice-chair, treasurers and secretary.  We have also started 
talking about our action plan and the things we would like to achieve this year.  We have organised a 
Macmillan Coffee Morning which was very successful and we made lots of money for a good cause.  
Thank you on behalf of the school council for your support. 

I look forward to sharing more updates with you next half term. 

Samuel Evans (chair of the School Council) 

 



PARENTS EVENINGS – WEDNESDAY 6TH AND THURSDAY 7TH NOVEMBER  

Next Monday we will be sending out a text with the online link that will enable you to book your 

child/childrens’ autumn term parent consultation appointments.  Please make every effort to attend 

these meetings as they provide a very valuable opportunity to update you about the progress your child 

is making. 

Please note that, because of the numbers of pupils, these are short, focused appointments lasting ten 

minutes.  In order to avoid running behind, we respectfully request that parents assist in keeping 

meetings within this time limit.  Thank you.  

SHWMAE DAY 

This year’s Criw Cymraeg have also recently taken up their posts.  This group work 

with Miss Main to help promote the use of spoken Welsh in school and to celebrate 

our Welsh culture and identity.  

This year’s Criw Cymraeg are: 

Year 3: Liliana Miguel & Luke Olamikan 

    Year 4: Scarlett McFarlane & Ellie Bond 

          Year 5: Kelsie Thomas & David Olamikan 

                 Year 6: Isabelle Jones & Harry Baverstock 

Participation in Criw Cymraeg has been so popular that this year we have set up an additional group of 

helpers who will support our use of Welsh at break and lunch time. 

The new CC ‘Sidekicks’ are: 

Edith Tudgay, Layla-Jayne Ball, Maizie-June Manley, Evie Stinchcombe, Mi Ya Lin, Lois Darch, Ciara Poole, 

Payton Cheshire, John Hampson & Dafydd Jones  

 

AUTUMN TERM DATES 2019 

Parents of the relevant year groups are invited to attend highlighted events 

 

October 

Thursday 24th  Foundation Phase Harvest (pupils only, in school) 

Thursday 24th  Year 3 visit to National Museum of Wales, Cardiff  

Friday 25th  Key Stage 2 Harvest 1.30-3.00 (Crane Street Church)  

HALF TERM Monday 28th October – Friday 1st November 

November  

Weds 6th & Thurs 7th  Parent Consultations 3.30-6.00  

Monday 11th  Remembrance Assembly led by Year 6 

Wednesday 13th Year 5 Victorian Ghost Story Workshop 

Monday 25th Torfaen Sport Development working with Year 6 on Play Maker’s Award  

December  

Monday 2nd  Elf Day  

Thursday 5th  Tickled Pink Theatre perform A Christmas Carol (KS2)  

Wednesday 11th  Christmas Lunch  

Thursday 12th  Tickled Pink Theatre perform Beauty & the Beast (Foundation Phase)  

Tuesday 17th  KS2 Christmas Singalong 4.30-5.30 (on playground weather permitting)  

Wednesday 18th  Early Years’ Christmas Concert 10.15-11.15 and 2.00-3.00 (school hall)  

Thursday 19th  NEW DATE Year 2 Nativity Film screening at West Mon  

Thursday 19th  Year 1 Christmas Singalong 2.00-3.00 (school hall)  

Friday 20th  KS2 Christingle 1.30-3.30 (Crane Street Church)  

School reopens Tuesday 7th January 2020 (Monday 6th is staff training day) 


