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VALUE OF THE MONTH – COURAGE 

 

 
 

'I have been so lucky to have been the Head of George Street for a considerable period, 

in fact for over 10 years. I feel that over that time, George Street has established itself 

as a very successful school. Our mission statement is built around the word 'together' - 

'Together we live, learn and value' and whilst to some people, this phrase may appear just 

words, to the community of George Street I believe the way parents, carers and school 

work together has ensured that children here achieve to their fullest potential. Indeed 

visitors to the school have talked about the fact that these words are tangible in the 

school. 

 

We are categorised as a Green school. This grade is given to the school to determine its 

effectiveness and the amount of support it may require to continue to raise standards. A 

green ranking identifies that the school is well led, has capacity to support other schools, 

has a track record of raising standards and is clear about its priorities for improvement. 

We are also a Welsh Professional Learning Pioneer School which means that we take the 

lead in the professional development of the wider teaching and student teacher workforce 

in order to raise teacher effectiveness. That role invariably means that the quality of 

teaching provision at George Street is of a very high standard.  

 

It is with this backdrop that a great opportunity has arisen to continue to develop the 

school even further. I have been asked to undertake a secondment to the Central South 

Consortium to support 14 schools in Rhondda Cynon Taff as their Challenge Adviser. This 

role will enable me to learn so much about other schools across Wales and bring back even 

more great ideas to our school. During the two years of my secondment, the school will be 

led by Mrs Karen Davies who will become Acting Headteacher. Mrs Davies shares the same 

vision for George Street and will ensure that the school continues to go forward and the 

direction of travel remains the same. I will also be frequently involved in school life and 

will still take an active part in shaping the strategic direction of the school. Mrs Davies 

will be ably supported by an excellent team of senior leaders, teaching and support staff 

who together will continue to ensure George Street is a fantastic school.  

 

I am sure that you will all support Mrs Davies as superbly as you have supported me in the 

last 10 years. I am looking forward to the coming year and cannot wait to shape the next 

period for our great school. ' 
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REFLECT WITH RYLEE - OUR FINAL LEARNING CHARACTER  

 

This half term the children have been introduced to our final learning character - Reflect 

with Rylee. Rylee has helped the children to understand the importance of reflecting on 

their learning once they are 'out of the pit'. Ask your child how they Reflect like Rylee! 

 

NEW WEBSITE LAUNCH! 

 

We are incredibly excited to announce that our new and refreshed website is now live! The 

much anticipated website is a far-cry from the dated platform that we were using; the 

new site is fully functional for both mobile and desktop versions and has been designed to 

be easy to navigate. We’ve also improved the structure of our content, so you’ll be able to 

access all the information you need at the click of a button! There’s a whole host of 

smaller but impactful changes, which have been carefully designed to ensure your 

experience is a positive one! 

When we started the project we had very big ideas! Our vision was to design a platform 

that was suitable for children and adults; we wanted to ensure it represented our school 

and the excellent provision we provide for our pupils. As a school, we recognise the 

importance of delivering excellent opportunities to develop digital skills; therefore we 

have incorporated Hwb, the Welsh Government virtual learning platform.  

There are so many new, exciting features…far too many to describe, so please explore the 

new site in your own time! The website will continue to evolve and develop so your feedback 

is always welcome! We hope you are delighted as we are!  

Finally, we would like to give a huge thank you to Mike and Rob at Ozum, who have worked 

tirelessly to support us with the technical development of the website.  

www.georgestreetprimary.co.uk 

 

EXPRESSIVE ARTS 

 

Next year is an exciting time for Expressive Arts at George Street Primary School. We 

have successfully gained funding for a project run by the Arts Council of Wales; The Lead 

Creative School Scheme. This project will allow pupils to take part in exciting creative 

work with the support of creative practitioners from our community. We welcome the 

involvement of parents/carers and will hold a meeting for parents/carers to explain more 

about the project next term. We look forward to the exciting times ahead and the 

opportunity to take part in a project that involves pupils, parents/carers and the 

community.  

 
FOUNDATION PHASE  
 

On behalf of Foundation Phase, I would like to thank all adults who supported us in our 

Summer Enterprise topics. It was great to see the children excited about planning, making 

and selling crafts to their families; they were all very proud of themselves. Seeing the 

children so happy was most definitely the icing on the cake at the end of a fantastic year.  
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Again, I would like to say a big, big thank you to all adults who attend our weekly 'Open 

Sessions'. We hope you have enjoyed them as much as we have. These sessions will 

continue in Foundation Phase next academic year and any requests of activities you would 

like us to cover would be gratefully received.  

  

Snack money has improved this term which is really positive as we pride ourselves in 

promoting a healthy life style as well as modelling good social skills.  

  

This academic year had been fantastic (as well as coming to end very quickly) and all 

members of staff within Foundation Phase has thoroughly enjoyed working with each and 

every child in our setting. We would like to wish all children a happy summer holiday and 

hope they enjoy this relaxing time before beginning a new adventure in their new year 

groups. I would also like to thank all staff for working so hard this year and for always 

giving 100% each and every day!  

  

Happy holiday 

Mrs Manley  

 

ARTS AWARD 

 

Castell Penfro have been working throughout the year to gain their Arts Award, 

accredited certificate.  They will all receive a certificate from Communities First for their 

enthusiasm and achievement.  An external examiner looked at their work today and they all 

passed!!! 

 

Miss Bowden has been so proved of their perseverance, motivation and of all of the 

wonderful comments with regards to behaviour and attitude from our visiting artists, 

moderators and examiner. 

 

KEY STAGE 2 

 

What a fantastic year in Key Stage 2.  A wide range of exciting Enterprise events have 

been undertaken throughout the Key Stage this year, resulting in some high quality 

products and experiences for learners and grown-ups alike!  We’d like to take this 

opportunity to thank you all for your extensive and continued support and we look forward 

to further developing home-school links through enterprise in the next academic year. 

 

YEAR 6 LEAVERS 

 

We would like to wish our Year 6 children the very best of luck as they begin their next 

chapter on their journey to Comprehensive School. They have enjoyed a very busy yet 

exciting year, with highlights including our trips to Gilwern and Goytre Wharf and of 

course our sensational end of year production of “My School Musical!”  Please keep in touch 

and let us know how you’re all getting on in secondary school.  We will miss you all! 

 

 

 

 



 

SORRY TO SEE YOU GO! 

 

Miss Barry 

 

Having been a part of this wonderful school since being a student teacher, it is now time 

for me to embark on an exciting new chapter in my career in a new school opening in 

Newport this September. I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the fabulous 

staff and amazing children for giving me such wonderful memories over the past four 

years. I will certainly miss you all and I look forward to keeping in touch!  

 

Miss Eaves  

 

I have thoroughly enjoyed teaching and being part of George Street for the past three 

years. The staff, children and parents have been so welcoming and supportive and I will 

miss them very much! I am now ready to take on a new challenge at another school! I will 

look forward to keeping up to date with George Street news and excitement on Twitter!  

 

 

Mrs Field  

 

It is with mixed feelings that I am leaving George Street after twelve years. I have been 

lucky enough to have had experience of both Foundation Phase and Key Stage 2 and even 

taught some of my pupils in both. I have had a wonderful time over the years but am now 

looking forward to devoting my time to my young family. I will look forward to keeping in 

touch with George Street and finding out about all of the lovely adventures the school 

embarks upon.  

 

Mrs George 

 

It’s with a heavy heart that we are saying goodbye to one of our longest serving members 

of staff - Mrs Irene George.  Mrs George has supported the health and wellbeing of 

children and staff alike over the years and has given up her own time to develop reading 

skills and deliver interventions. 

 

We will very much miss your wonderful smile and cheerful disposition gracing the corridors 

of George Street. 

 

We wish you a wonderful retirement.  Please come back and visit us so we don’t miss you 

too much. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SPORTS NEWS 

 

Cricket 

 

Both our girls and boys/mixed teams have been in action and I am delighted to announce 

that both teams have been crowned Torfaen Champions!!  They both went on to represent 

Torfaen in the South East Wales tournament and were very unlucky to just miss out on the 

Semi Final.  It was a fantastic experience and occasion for everyone involved.  Thanks to 

our cricket coaches Mike and Ben and to Lee from Cricket Wales for all their support. 

 

Football - Nant Celyn 

 

It wasn’t our year this year but as four times winners of this trophy we were honoured to 

take part in this fab annual tournament.  An unlucky goal in the quarter final saw us bail 

out.  The lads are such brilliant sportsmen they took it on the chin and continued to 

support our local schools still in action.  Huge well done to Nant Celyn for winning and 

thanks as always go to Will for inviting us. 

 

Girls Cardiff City Tournament 

 

Some outstanding performances in the group stages resulted in us looking really strong.  

However we were just pipped at the Semi Final stage by Crickhowell who we actually beat.  

In fact Crickhowell went on to win the tournament outright and kept the trophy.  Our girls 

have been brilliant during after school club and have developed so much.  Huge well done to 

them all. 

 

Padre Pio 

 

Our final football match saw us beat Padre Pio 14 goals to 4.  The game was played in 

fantastic spirit and was an absolute joy to watch.  It is brilliant to have such valued 

sporting links with our local neighbouring school and we wish all the very best to all moving 

on to comp from Padre Pio. 

 

Girls Gwent Football Squad 

 

Huge congratulations to Leah-Marie Jones who has been chosen for the Girls Gwent 

Football Squad!  Also massive well done to Billy Joe Smith, Noah Preston-Watkins, Iestyn 

Davies and James Jenkins who will be playing FAW Academy football for Torfaen next 

season. 

 

Well done to all our wonderful children who took part in sports day this year.  It was a joy 

to showcase their talents in front of so many supportive adults on the field during 

competitive events and on the yard during fun games.  Big thanks to Newport County, our 

cricket coaches, Sports Development and the brilliant young leaders from West. Mon.  For 

those leaving year 6 you have been awesome and you will be missed so very much - keep up 

the great work all. 

 

 



COLLECTION OF YOUR CHILD AT THE END OF THE DAY 

 

We appreciate that sometimes events happen and someone different may have to collect 

your child.  Please could you ensure that you let staff know in the morning or in, 

emergencies/exceptional circumstances, please ring the office.  We would prefer an adult 

to collect your child/children but cannot stop a younger person collecting a child if you 

have expressly given verbal/written permission.  

 

DIARY DATES 

 

JULY 

Fri, 21 JUL LAST DAY OF TERM 

 

2017 - 2018 DIARY DATES 
SEPTEMBER 

Mon, 4 Sept School open 

Tues, 19 Sept  Tempest - Family and individual photographs 

Wed, 20 Sept  Tempest - Sibling photographs  

Fri, 29 Sept TRAINING DAY - school closed 

 

OCTOBER 

30 Oct - 3 Nov Half Term 

 

NOVEMBER 

Fri, 10 Nov Mufti Day 

 

 

DECEMBER 

Fri, 22 Dec TRAINING DAY  

 

JANUARY 2018 

Mon, 8 Jan School open 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SCHOOL TERM DATES FOR 2017 -2018 
 

TERM TERM BEGINS 
HALF TERM 

STARTS 

HALF TERM 

ENDS 
TERM ENDS 

AUTUMN 

Monday 

4 September 

2017 

Monday 

30 October 2017 

Friday 

3 November 

2017 

Friday 

22 December 

2017 

SPRING 

Monday 

8 January 2018 

Monday 

19 February 2018 

Friday 

23 February 

2018 

Thursday 

29 March 2018 

SUMMER 
Monday 

16 April 2018 

Monday 

28 May 2018 

Friday 

1 June 2018 

Tuesday 

24 July 2018 

 

MAY DAY BANK HOLIDAY - MONDAY, 7 MAY 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL TERM DATES – 2018 - 2019 ACADEMIC YEAR 
 

TERM TERM BEGINS 
HALF TERM 

STARTS 

HALF TERM 

ENDS 
TERM ENDS 

Autumn Mon 3rd Sept 

2018 

Mon 29thOct 

2018 

Fri 2nd Nov 

2018 

Fri 21st Dec 

2018 

Spring Mon 7th Jan 2019 Mon 25th Feb 

2019 

Fri 29th  Feb 

2019 

Fri 12th Apr 

2019 

Summer Mon 29th Apr 

2019 

Mon 27th May 

2019 

Fri 31st May 

2019 

Mon 22nd July 

2019 

  
 
 

MAY DAY – MONDAY 6TH MAY 2019 

 

  

 

 MRS J WOOD – HEADTEACHER 

 

 
 


